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The  Mayor, 

Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
THE  BOROUGH  OP  ALDEBURGH. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  present  to  you  my  Second  Annual  Report  which 
has  been  prepared  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  vital  statistics  for 
19A8  indicate  that  the  general  health  of  the  population  was  at  a high  level. 
Birth  and  Death  Rates  were  satisfactory,  and  there  were  exceptionally  few 
cases  of  infectious  disease. 

The  sanitary  state  of  the  Borough  is,  on  the  whole,  good 
as  befits  a town  which  by  every  reason  of  climate  and  situation  can  claim  to 
be  a health  resort.  The  maintainance  of  this  good  hygenic  level  in  sanitation, 
and  especially  in  the  province  of  Clean  Food,  is  absolutely  essential. 

Although  the  Borough  has  fortunately  been  free  from  Pood  Poisoning  during  the 
year,  there  has  been  a great  increase  throughout  the  country  of  infections  of 
this  type  and  it  behoves  us  to  maintain  a strict  watch.  The  needs  of  the 
situation  have  been  recognised  in  recent  legislation  which  has  increased  o'Ur 
powers  in  dealing  with  food,  but  which  unfortunately  at  the  same  time  have 
added  work  to  the  already  overburdened  Sanitary  Inspector. 

This  prompts  me  to  suggest  that  the  question  of  providing 
additional  Technical  assistance  for  the  Sanitary  Inspector  should  be  considered- 
in  view  of  the  importance  of  this  matter. 

In  conclusion,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I would  like  to  express 
my  thanks  to  the  Officials  of  the  Corporation  for  their  co-operation,  and  to 
the  Council  for  it’s  consideration  and  trust. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.H.  IMRIE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Town  Hall, 

Aldeburgh. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS: 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

C.H.  Irarie,  IvLB.Ch.B.  ,D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Borough  Surveyor: 
P.V.  Davies,  M.R. S. I. ,M. S. I. A. 


A.  STATISTICS  . 

General : 


Area  of  the  Borough  in  acres 

• -0  9 

2,679 

Population  - (Registrar  General’s 

mid- 

year  estimate). 

2,555 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

• • • 

1,012 

Rateable  Value  of  Borough 

• • • 

£23,689 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

t • • 

£82.  • 

Rainfall  194-8  in  inches. 

• • » 

20.  20, 

2. 


VITAL  STATISTICS : 


1 .  Live  Births, 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Birth  Rate  per 

1000  population,  j 

Legitimate; 

46 

25 

21 

19.17 

Illegitimate : 

3 

3 

- 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales.  ...  17.9. 


2.  Still  Births. 


Legitimate; 

Illegitimate; 


total. 

Male. 

Female, 

Rate  per  1000 

population. 

1 

1 

0.39 

- 

“ 

- 

Rato  per  1000  population  England  & Wales.  0.42 
Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and 

Still  Births.  ,n.  20.4 

3.  Deaths. 


Dotal. 

Male. 

Female . 

Death  rate  per 
1000  population. 

29 

10 

19 

11.3. 

Death  Rato  England  and  Wales  ...  10.8 

4*  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 


Legitimate; 

Illegitimate 


Deaths  all  causes  under  1 year  of  age 
for  England  and  Wales  . . . 34. 


?otal. 

Male. 

Female. 

Rate  per  1000 
live  Births. 

2 

2 

- 

40.8 

3 


s 

Causes  of  Death. 

* 

1947. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males, 

Femal< 

13.14.15. 

1 6. 

Cancer  (All  types)  All  ages... 

3 

2 

7 

3 

18 

Intracranial  Vascula  Disease, 

1 

3 . 

3 

2 

19 

Heart  Disease 

It 

• • • 

2 

4 

2 

3 

20 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulating 

System 

• • • 

- 

- 

1 

- 

21 

Bronchitis 

t! 

• • • 

- 

1 

- 

- 

22 

Pneumonia 

Tt 

• • • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

23 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

system 

• • • 

- 

1 

- 

— 

26 

Appendicitis 

It 

• • • 

- 

1 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

II 

• • • 

. V 

- 

1 

_ 1 

I 

28 

Nephritis 

II 

• • • 

2 

■ - 

- 

31 

Premature  Birth 

tl 

• • • 

1 

- 

- 

33.34.35 

Violence 

M 

- 

- 

2 

8 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

It 

• • • 

1 

- 

- 

36 

Other  Causes 

ft 

• • • 

2 

4 

1 

1 

10 

19 

17 

12,. 

X Numbers  in  this  column  are  Code  Numbers  referring  to  Registrar  General’s 
Death  Returns. 


4, 


Causes  of  Death. (Contd. ). 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes.  *w  ) 

Deaths  from  Measles.  . ) NIL. 

Deaths  from  'Whooping  Cough.  ) - 

Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  (under  2 years)  j 

‘ r ' . ' " ' 

, . • : 

5.  Comparison  of  Statistics  with  the  Previous  year. 


1948. 

1947. 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 

1 000  population  ... 

19.17 

18.2 

Still  » " » 

II  II 

• • • 

0.39 

0.42 

General  Death  Rate" 

II  II 

• • • 

11.3 

12.29 

Deaths  under  1 year 

of  Age. per  1000  live  Births 

40.8 

23.2 

B.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES . 


On  5th  July,  194-8  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946  came 
into  force.  The  effects  on  the  Public  Health  services  of  this  measure 
are  main  ly  of  a consolidating  and  centralising  nature. 

The  Act  makes  the  County  Council,  as  Local  Health  Authority, 
responsible  for  the  main  Health  Schemes.  This  includes  the  Ambulance 
Service,  Home  Nursing  and  Home  Helps,  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young 
Children,  Prevention  of  Illness,  etc. 

The  duties  of  the  County  Council  with  regard  to  tuberculosis 
have  in  part  been  transferred  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  although 
after  care  is  still  a county  responsibility. 

The  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  Council  of  this  Borough 
have  not,  however,  been  altered  to  any  material  extent,  and  the  various 
Hospital,  Laboratory  and  Ambulance  facilities  are  avilable  in  roughly 
the  same  way  as  formerly.  - ' 

C.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

1 • Non  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  extremely 
low.  There  were  a total  of  thirteen  cases  notified  as  compared  with 
sixty-three  the  previous  year. 

Measles  was  the  cause  of  ten  cases  which  were  all  from  Wyndham 
House  Convalescent  Home.  : 

There  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning. 


0. 

1 r 

3- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

Total, 

7/hooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Measles 

1 

8 

1 

10 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Jaundice 

1 

1 

13 

2.  Immunisation. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  carried  out  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Centre  and  at  School. 

Pro  school  population.  . . . 225 

School  " ...  336 

Percentage  of  pre-school  children 
immunised  ...  51*6 

Percentage  of  all  school  children 
immunised  ...  79  • 7 

Number  of  reinforcing  doses  given. . . 2. 


3.  Tuberculosis. 


The  nuriber  of  cases  on  the  register  rose  by  2 during  the  year. 


Pul] 

nonary. 

N on-Pulmona.ry 

Males 

Females. 

Males 

Females. 

Total. 

No.  on  Register  at  beginning  of  year. 

4 

2 

1 

1 

8 

No.  added  during  the  year.  : 

1 

2 

- 

1 

4 

No.  removed  " " • " 

2 

*> 

- 

- 

2 

No,  remaining  at  end  of  year. 

3 

4 

1 

2 

10 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis:  NIL. 


D.  HOUSING. 

Aldeburgh,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  Country,  is  short  of 
Housing  accommodation  especially  for  the  lower  income  groups  of  the 
community. 

Since  the  War,  however,  considerable  work  has  been  done  in  building, 
rehabilitation  and  conversion,  and  during  1948  some  progress  was  made. 

During  1948  twenty- two  new  houses  were  built  by  the  Council,  and 
in  addition  to. this  number  twenty-nine  units  of  housing  were  rendered 
habitable  by  conversion  and  rehabilitation. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough  in  1948  was  1,012. 

This  number  includes  dwellings  attached  to  shops.  The  average  number  of 
persons  per  house  was  2.5.  This  figure  is  satisfactory  in  that  it  does  not 
suggest  any  general  overcrowding  problem. 

'E.  WATER. 


1. . The  water  supply  of  the  town  continues  to  be  adequate,  although 
during  the.  summer  some  anxiety  was  caused  by  a.  fall  of  the  wa.tor  level  in 
the  feeders. 


2.  Sampling  from  the  Town  Mains  has  been  done  at  intervals  a.nd  the 

results  have  revealed  a.  satisfa.ctory  sta.nda.rd  of  purity. 


3. 


A representative  chemical 

analysis  is  as 

follov/s 

Ammonia , fr  c e and  ' sal i ne . 

• • • 

0,003  parts  per 

0 

8 

Albuminoid  Ammonia. 

• • • 

0. 0007  " ~ " 

n 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides. 

• • • 

6.0.  " " 

11 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrate. 

• 0 • 

0.613.  " " 

it 

Nitrite. 

• • • 

Nilo  ’ « » 

11 

Oxygen.  Absorbed  (at  room 

temp  in  2 hrs.  ) 

Nil.  " " 

11 

'Total  Hardness. 

• • • 

20. 40  (Clarke) 

Physical  Character  - Clear. 


4*  Chlorination  is  carried  out  at  the  punping  station,  and  a daily 
check  is  made  of  the  residual  free  chlorine. 


5.  During  the  year  46 2 6 3400  gallons  of  water  were  consulted,  giving  a 
daily  average  of  49jr  gallons-  per  head-  of  the  population.  This  represents 
a daily  rise  of  17  gallons  per  head  over  the  previous  yea.r’s  figure. 


P.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

1.  The  main  portion  of  the  town  is  drained  by  a system  of  sewers,  from 
which  leads  by  gravitation  to  a main  sump.  The  sewage  is  pumped  from  the 
sump  to  the  sev/age  works  and  tree. ted.  The  effluent  is  discharged  into  the 
River  lde. 

2.  The  work  of  rehabilitating  the  sewage  works,  which  was  commenced  the 
previous  year, ' was  carried  on  and  is  making  good  progress. 

3.  There  are  still  a number  of  cesspools  in  the  town  v/hich  require  the 
services  of  the  Corporation  Cesspool  emptier. 

4*  Refuse-  Collection  is  done  by  the  Corporation  Refuse  vehicle.  A 
weekly  service  is  maintained  for  domestic  refuse, while  incases  where  the 
refuse  is  of  a more  perishable  nature  a more  frequent  service  is  provided. 

3.  Rodent  Control.  Five  trained  operatives  are  employed  part-time  by 
the  Council  and  they  have  been  doing  very  good  work. 

Approximate  number  of  visits  during  1948  ...  400. 

Premises  treated.  . . . 94* 


8. 


G.  ACTION  UNDER  VARIOUS  ACTS  AND  REGULATIONS. 


HOUSING  ACT  1936.  Inspections  carried  out 

• • • 

52. 

Statutory  Notices. 

♦ • • 

1. 

Informal  Notices. 

• • • 

32. 

In  all  cases  defects  were  remedied. 

POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1938. ’ 

Inspections  carried  out,  ...  72. 

No  statutory  action  was  found  necessary, 

ICE-CREAM  REGULATIONS.  There  are  no  premises  registered  within 


the  Borough. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1937. 

Number  of  Factories  employing  Power..  10. 

Number  of  Factories  v/ithout  Power.  2. 

Number  of  visits  during  the  year.  31 • 

Number  of  Defects.  Nil. 

Number  of  Outworkers.  Nil. 


H.  RAINFALL  FOR  1948. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

Juno 


3.32  ins. 
0,90 
0.65 

1.28 
1.20 
2.28 


July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


1.31  ins. 
3.22 
1.25 
1.47 
1.65 
1.47. 


TOTAL  ...  20. 20  ins. 

Average  Annual  Rainfall  over  10  years  - 

1939  to  1948  ...  23.16  ins. 


9. 


1 

i 


Jl 

! 

i 


